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A WORD
FROM OUR
PASTORS

Thank you for signing up for "How to
Read the Bible!" We are so excited
that you are taking this course. We
cannot wait for you to discover many
of the things that made us fall in
love with this deeply complex book.
We've found that when you
approach the scriptures with the
right expectations and with the right
tools, these words will come to life
and transform the way you think,
believe and live in the world! Which
is precisely why we wanted to
provide those tools to you via this
course.

As you go along, please know we are
here to support you and answer any
questions you might have. Just
remember to be patient with
yourself. The theologian, Karl Barth,
once said that you are entering into
a "strange new world" when you read
the Bible. If you get lost, know that is
normal and the Spirit will not
abandon you. Keep pressing on!
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SESSION 1

Jesus arrives and
seems to acknowledge
the existence of a
Hebrew Bible.

Actual events of the
Old Testament occur.

Leaders and priests
eventually form the
Hebrew Bible around
200 BCE.

Stories were passed on
orally for generations.

Most of Old Testament
is not written down
until 400-500 BCE,

nearly 1000 years after

the life of Moses.

[ | Alibrary is beginning
to form containing the

Psalms, Proverbs and

Prophetic literature.

TIMELINE

Paul's letters are
circulated amongst the
churches around 51
AD.

The first Gospels are
not written down until
nearly 70 AD.

New Testament isn't
formally canonized
until 1546. (OT has

never been formally

canonized.)

1:WHAT 15 THE BIBLE?

Def: The work of God's people, who are located
within very specific historical, cultural,
geographic, and political contexts, to grasp the

movement and message of God.




SESSION 1 ADDTL TOOL

Experience

Reason Tradition

Scripture

THE QUAD

Another tool created by the Methodist Christians is what is
called the "Quadrilateral.” In attempts to read the Bible
accurately, they encourage reading scripture alongside the
voices of reason (science), tradition (history), and your own
personal experience .



SESSION 2

2:WHERE ARE WE IN THE STORY?

The very first question to ask yourself when
reading the Bible is: where does this passage occur in
the larger story? Where does it occur within the
larger narrative?

12 Major Plot Points
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*See Appendix A




Creation

Genesis 1-2

Appendix A

Exile

' Covenant

Genesis 3-50
Job

2 Kings

2 Chronicles
Ezekiel

Isaiah 40-55
Lamentations
Daniel 1-6
Esther
Obadiah

»

Isaiah 56-66
Ezra
Nehemiah
Haggai
Malachi

»

Exodus

Exodus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

.H

Promised
Land

Leviticus
Numbers
Deuteronomy

Jesus

Matthew
Mark
Luke
John

Acts

Joshua
Judges
Ruth

Acts

Romans

1 & 2 Corinthians
Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

1 & 2 Thessalonians
1 & 2 Timothy
Titus

Philemon
Hebrews

James

1 & 2 Peter

1,2, 3 John

Jude

»

Kings

1 & 2 Samuel

1 & 2 Kings

1 & 2 Chronicles
Psalms
Proverbs

Song of Solomon
Ecclesiastes
Isaiah 1-39
Jeremiah

Hosea

Joel

Amos

Jonah

Micah

Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Zechariah

. End Times

Daniel 7-12
Revelation




SESSION 3 CATERGORIES

Prophecy: Letters: Apocalyptic:

To reveal the To mentor or To forecast
truth. teach. the future

*See Appendix B

J:WHAT GENRE IS5 THIS?

Just like movies, TV shows, music, and artwork,
there are several different genres of writing
within the Bible. The key is figuring out which
genre it is so you can better understand the
author's goals and expectations for the reader.

Exercise:
1.Read Psalm 139 while pretending the author is a scientist
or biologist. What conclusions do you reach?
2.Now, read it again acknowledging that the author is a
poet. How did your interpretation change?
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Narrative

Genesis 2-50
Exodus
Numbers
Joshua
Judges

Ruth

1/2 Samuel
1/2 Kings
1/2 Chronicles
Ezra
Nehemiah
Esther
Daniel 1-6
Jonah
Matthew
Mark

Luke
John

Acts

Genre List for Books in the Bible

> Genesis 1 3 Leviticus
| -

0 Job A Deuteronomy
O
o Proverbs

Ecclesiastes

Psalms

Song of Solomon

v Lamentations v

> Isaiah

C -
@ Jeremiah
= .

O Ezekiel

m Hosea

= Nahum
Zephaniah
Zechariah

v Joel

Amos
Obadiah
Micah
Habakkuk
Haggai
Malachi

Romans
1/2 Corinthians

Galatians

O Daniel 7-12
..m. Revelation

Ephesians

Philippians
Colossians

1/2 Thessalonians

1/2 Timothy v
Titus

Philemon
Hebrews
James
1/2 Peter
1-3 John
Jude




SESSION 4

Here are a couple Study Bibles

we recommend!

NEW REVISED STANDARD VERSION

THE NEW
INTERPRETERS iR
STUDY BIBLE B oron e
m— STUDY BIBLE

WITH THE APOCRYPHA

Bringing to Life the Ancient World of Seripture
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4: CONTEXT

WHO: Who is the author and « WHERE: What city, region, or
who is their target audience. country did this occur? Place
WHAT: What is their message. plays a very important role in
Are there themes that keep understanding the significance

showing up? What larger story of each pasﬁsage. .
or message are they trying to WHY: Why is the author making
convey? sure to include this story or

WHEN: When did these events message? What effect were they
hoping to have on their
audience?

take place? And moreover, when
did someone actually write
them down?

Discussion:

Share about a time when learning the history

behind the Bible changed your understanding of
a particular story. ®




SESSION 4 ADDTL RESOURCES

HOLY
BIBLE

>~
BLUE LETTER BIBLE YouVersion

blueletterbible.org "Bible" app

@) Cokesbury

for the Christian J

textweek.com cokesbury.com



SESSION 5

The Jesus Filter

5. WOULD JESUS AGREE?

In John 6:89, Jesus criticizes the religious leaders for searching
the scriptures for eternal life, but they failed to realize they
point to him. In other words, he was teaching us that Jesus gets
the final Word on whether or not it comes from God.

Discussion:

A couple of references to this were made in the
video. What are some other examples of scriptures
that don't align with what Jesus taught or did?




SESSION 6 APPLICATION

TIPS:

1) Identify who YOU are in the
@ story. Remember that sometimes
3 you'll be the person scripture is
/ critiquing.

2) Quality over quantity. Focus
on one word or phrase that
speaks to you.

3) Don't get discouraged if the
application lesson isn't obvious. It
might be for a later use.

6:HOW DO | APPLY THE
BIBLE TO MY LIFE?

Think of the Bible as a pastor or mentor in your
life. A voice that offers comfort, challenge, and

wisdom on how to approach our lives.
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